Spence Restoration

Nursery

“Giving Nature a Helping Hand”

Specifications for Installing Prairie Seed

Part 1 General

1.01 Section Includes

A.
Preparation

B. 
Seeding

C. 
Maintenance

1.02 Bidder qualifications

A. 
The submitting bidders shall be, and have been, actively and directly engaged

in prairie seed installation for a period of two (2) or more years. Provide proof of

five (5) or more successful prairie seed installations.

B. 
The submitting bidder must have access to and experience with a no-till fluffy

seed drill designed for prairie seed installations. Such drills are manufactured by

Truax, Great Plains, and John Deer, Inc. Hydro-seeding may not be substituted for

drill seeding.

1.03 Environmental requirements

A. 
Installation shall be performed between April 20 and July 20. If site is

prepared at any other time of the year, stabilize with the following seed mix per

acre.

64 lbs seed oats (Avena sativa)

25 lbs annual ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum)

Under no circumstances shall the site be stabilized with winter rye, grain rye, or

winter wheat. These plants produce toxins that inhibit prairie seed germination.
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B.
Site shall have a firm seed bed. If walking compacts soil over ½ inch, the site

shall be culti-packed.

1.04 Materials

A. 
All native seed shall be stored in a cooler at 40 degrees Fahrenheit prior to installation. All native seed must be of wild ecotype. No hybrids or cultivars may be included. Seed shall be local genotype as supplied by Spence Restoration Nursery or an approved local source. These specifications do not apply to the temporary matrix.

Part 2 Products

2.01 Seed Mixture

A.
Mesic prairie seed mix.

	
	Temporary Matix 

	
	

	32 lbs
	Avena sativa (Seed Oats)

	5 lbs
	Lolium multiflorum (Annual Ryegrass)

	
	

	 
	Permanent Matrix 

	 
	 

	 
	Grasses 

	oz/acre
	 

	16
	Andropogon gerardii (Big Bluestem)

	32
	Elymus canadensis (Canada Wild Rye)

	12
	Elymus virginicus (Virginia Wild Rye)

	4
	Panicum virgatum (Switchgrass)

	32
	Schizachyrium scoparium (Little Bluestem)

	16
	Sorghastrum nutans (Indian Grass)

	112
	 

	 
	Forbs 

	 
	 

	1
	Aster laevis (Smooth Aster)

	2
	Aster novae-angliae (New England Aster)

	2
	Baptisia leucantha (White False Indigo)

	3
	Cassia hebecarpa (Wild Senna)

	2
	Coreopsis tripteris (Tall Coreopsis)

	4
	Echinacea purpurea (Purple Coneflower)

	4
	Eryngium yuccifolium (Rattlesnake Master)

	1
	Helianthus occidentalis (Western Sunflower)

	3
	Heliopsis helianthoides (False Sunflower)
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	1
	Monarda fistulosa (Bergamot)

	1
	Penstemon digitalis (Foxglove Beardtongue)

	1
	Pycnanthemum virginianum (Mountain Mint)

	4
	Ratibida pinnata (Yellow Coneflower)

	4
	Rudbeckia hirta (Black-Eyed Susan)

	3
	Rudbeckia subtomentosa (Sweet Black-Eyed Susan)

	2
	Silphium integrifolium (Rosinweed)

	2
	Silphium laciniatum (Compass Plant)

	2
	Silphium terebinthinaceum (Prairie Dock)

	2
	Solidago rigida (Stiff Goldenrod)

	1
	Solidago riddellii (Riddell's Goldenrod)

	2
	Vernonia altissima (Tall Ironweed)

	1
	Veronicastrum virginicum (Culver's Root)

	48
	 


Part 3 Execution

3.01 Examination

A.
Verify the site is within 4 inches of specified grade. Verify that seedbed is

sufficiently firm.

B. 
Verify that the site is clean and free of debris.

3.02. Preparation

A. 
If vegetation exists on the site, apply a glyphosate herbicide at least three

days prior to installation on all actively growing vegetation. Never apply

fertilizer to the site.

B. 
Install seed when soil is sufficiently dry so that soil does not stick to the

packer wheels on the drill.

C. 
Ensure the drill is properly calibrated to sow the specified amount of seed

over the specified area. Ensure complete coverage of the specified area.

3.03 Maintenance

A. 
Mow at a height of 4 to 6 inches when the oats set seed heads. Mow at a height

of 4 to 6 inches once a month or whenever weed growth reaches 10 inches for the

remainder of the first season.

B. 
If cool season weed growth is heavy in the spring of the second season, mow

once in late May.
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3.04 
Acceptance - For acceptance at the beginning of the second growing season, the

following conditions shall be met.

A. 
Coverage - 90 % of each plant community shall be covered with vegetation.

B. 
Presence - 60 % of the species planted should be alive and present.

C. 
Abundance - 40 % of the vegetation should be native species of the permanent

matrix.
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